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It is well documented in the Scriptures that Peter had issues with Gentiles—that is,
the non-Jews in the world. Peter was uncomfortable around Greeks, Romans,
Africans, Asians, and those Barbarian Germanic peoples.

Peter knew that Jesus commissioned his church to begin in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. He was there when 3,000 Jews from all over
the world were baptized.

But God what happened in Jerusalem at Pentecost is just a foretaste. It is not
enough that just Jewish people hear about Jesus and how he transforms lives. God
wants his word and his message of good news to go out to the whole world.

But Peter could not get on board with God’s plan. He was content with Old
Testament believers becoming New Testament believers. He did not see why God
would want to branch out to the heathen, pagans, and Gentile world.

And so God put Peter in a trance and gave him a vision. He spread a table before
him of food to eat—not steak and lamb’s meat but meat from all sorts of animals—
wild animals—reptiles and birds. And God says, “Bon Appetite!—Rise, cat!”

The animals in front of him are all ritually unclean by Jewish law. They are the
animals that are forbidden to eat in the Old Testament. Peter won’t eat. He is a
good Jew. He says, “I will not eat anything unclean or forbidden. It’s not Kosher.”

But God tells Peter to eat. God is expanding the menu. He is asking Peter lay aside
all his old assumptions and traditions. And this is not just about God expanding the
menu. He wants to expand Peter’s sense of vision.

And so, the voice says, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” Just
as God is expanding the menu, so God is expanding his Kingdom. It is not just
wild animals, reptiles, and birds that God is declaring clean—but people—people
of every nation, tribe, tongue, and people.

Just as these animals were once excluded but now included in the menu, so these
people are not to be excluded but included in the Household of Faith. Just as these
animals are now edible and belong on the table, so these people are now part of the
family of God and belong at the table.

Just as these animals were once considered unclean are now declared clean, so
these people who were once considered ceremonially unclean are now clean by
their faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism has washed away all their sins. They don’t need
any more cleansing outside of the blood of Jesus Christ.




And we should not forget that it was never God’s plan to exclude these people.
From the very beginning God called Abraham and his descendents to be a special
people but a people by whom every nation would be blessed.

No human being is common. No human being is so filthy that God cannot make
them clean. No person is just a number, ordinary, and nameless. Every life is
special, unique, valuable, and on the radar of God’s plan.

And so God urges Peter to change his way of thinking and to expand his sense of
ministry and vision: “What God has made clean, do not call common.” What God
considers special, do not call ordinary. What God declares holy, do not call profane.

God wants Peter to view all animals now as part of God’s blessing and plan. He
wants Peter to view all humanity as part of God’s blessing and plan. And he wants
us to view all the good things we enjoy as part of God’s blessing and plan.

This includes the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the homes we live in, the
friends we have, the family we’ve been given, the jobs we work, the time we have,
the abilities and talents we share, our possessions, and our money.

We are stewards not owners of these things. All is part of God’s plan. None of
these things should be declared common or expendable. All of these things are a
gift from God and are to be enjoyed with thanksgiving and gratitude...

...because all of these things belong to God. We are stewards of his gifts. He not
only wants us to enjoy them but to share them. He wants to view everything we
enjoy as part of his plan. And he wants us to share his gifts with every human soul.

Just like he did with Peter, so God wants us to expand our sense of vision and
role—that we too would broaden our sense of vision—that we too would increase
our participation in what God is doing in our church, community, and the world.

“What God has made clean, do not call common.” Our time, talents, our
treasure is all part of God’s plan. Everything from who we are to our pocketbook is
part of what God is doing to transform this broken world.

At the end of our story where Peter tells his story of how God is expanding the
menu and his mission, Peter uses his story to expand the sense of mission and role
of the people of God.

They fall silent at the realization that God and his plan are bigger than they ever
imagined. And then they glorify God. They worship him for his goodness and say,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” So we
too ought to glorify God and give thanks that God wants to do something greater
than we have imagined. And we have the privilege to participate.



“Lo que Dios ha purificado, td no lo llames impuro,” Hechos 11:1-18
Tom Johnson, el 2 de mayo, 2010

Pedro no estaba comodo con los gentiles—los que no eran judios en el mundo.
Pedro no estaba comodo con los griegos, romanos, africanos, asiaticos, y los
barbaros alemanes.

Pedro sabia que Jesus dijo, «Cuando venga el Espiritu Santo sobre ustedes,
recibiran poder y seran mis testigos tanto en Jerusalén como en toda Judea y
Samaria, y hasta los confines de la tierra.» Pedro estaba alli cuando 3,000 judios de
todas partes del mundo fueron bautizados.

Pero lo que hizo Dios en Jerusalén aquel dia solo fue « una sombra de las cosas que
estan por venir» (Col 2:17). No es suficiente que so6lo judios tienen las buenas
noticias. Dios quiere que todo el mundo conozca a Jesus el Salvador.

Pero Pedro estaba contento sin los gentiles. Pedro estaba contento cuando un
creyente del antiguo testamento se hizo un creyente del nuevo testamento. No
entendia por qué Dios quiere alcanzar a los paganos y barbaros.

Y por eso, Dios le dio a Pedro una vision en extasis. Vio «del cielo descendia algo
parecido a una gran sabana que, suspendida por las cuatro puntas, bajaba hasta
donde [él] estaba.» La sabana estaba llena de cuadrupedos, fieras, reptiles y aves.

Y Dios dijo, «jBon appetite! iBuen provecho!» «Levantate, Pedro; mata y come.»
Pero los animals son prohibidos por la ley de Moises. Pedro no comera. El es buen
judio. Dice, «jDe ninguna manera, Sefior! Jamas ha entrado en mi boca nada
impuro o inmundo.»

Pero Dios quiere que Pedro coma. Dios esta ampliando el menu. Dios no quiere
que Pedro siga con las viejas reglas. Y no sélo quiere ampliar el mend; él quiere
ampliar la vision de Pedro.

Por lo tanto, la voz dice, «Lo que Dios ha purificado, td no lo llames impuro.»
Dios quiere ampliar el men( y su reino. Estos cuadrupedos, fieras, reptiles y aves
son limpios. Y estos gentiles, paganos, y barbaros son limpios—«gente de toda
raza, lengua, pueblo y nacién» (Apoc 5:9).

Estos animales que eran rechazados son aceptados. Esta gente que fue rechazada es
ahora aceptada en la familia de fe. Estos animales son bienvenidos a la mesa para
comer—esta gente es bienvenida a la mesa del Sefior. Los que estaban sucios estan
limpios—Ilimpios por le bautizo—por la sangre de Jesucristo.

Y no debemos olvidar que nunca fue el plan de Dios excluir los gentiles. Desde el
principio, Dios quiso incluir los gentiles. Cuando llamé a Abraham, dijo que por
medio de él y el pueblo de Israel, todas las naciones de la tierra serdn bendecidas



No hay seres humanos impuros ni sucios ni a fuera de la obra de Dios. Dios tiene
un plan para cada persona. Todos somos especiales, Unicos, preciosos, y una parte
del plan de Dios.

Por eso, Dios quiere que Pedro amplie su vision y participacion en la obra de Dios.
«Lo que Dios ha purificado, tu no lo llames impuro.» Cada ser humano en todas
las partes del mundo necesita oir las buenas nuevas del perddn de pecados.

Dios quiere que Pedro amplie su modo de ver los animales—que son incluidos en
su plan. Quiere que amplie su modo de ver al pueblo de la tierra—que son
incluidos en su plan. Y Dios quiere que nosotros ampliemos nuestro modo de ver.

La comida, la ropa, nuestros hogares, nuestras familias, nuestros amigos, el
empleo, las habilidades que tenemos, nuestras posesiones, nuestro dinero—son los
regalos y dones de Dios.

Todo es una parte del plan de Dios. Nada es ordinario o prescindible. Todo lo
bueno de que disfrutamos es de la mano de Dos. Debemos disfrutar de todo con
gratitud y con gracias al Sefior.

Somos mayordomos de sus dones. El quiere que disfrutemos sus dones pero
también que compartamos sus dones. Todo es una parte de su plan. Y quiere que
compartamos sus dones con todo el mundo.

Como queria con Pedro, asi que Dios quiere con nosotros—Dios quiere que
ampliemos nuestra vision y modo de ver. También quiere que ampliemos nuestra
participacion en lo que esta haciendo en nuestra iglesia, comunidad, y el mundo.

«Lo que Dios ha purificado, tu no lo llames impuro.» Nuestro tiempo, nuestras
habilidades, y nuestro tesoro—todo es una parte del plan de Dios. Dios quiere
utilizar todo para transformar el mundo.

Al fin de la historia de nuestro texto, Pedro esta explicando a la iglesia como Dios
estd ampliando el menu del cristiano y ampliando nuestra mision. Al oir esto, los
creyentes se apaciguaron—en silencio se dieron la cuenta que Dios es mas grande
que se imaginaron. Y después, glorificaron a Dios.

Adoraron al Sefior, y dijeron, «jAsi que también a los gentiles les ha concedido
Dios el *arrepentimiento para vidal!» En la misma manera debemos ampliar
nuestra adoracion, dar gloria, y dar accion de gracias. Dios esta haciendo algo mas
grande de que nos imaginamos. Y tenemos el privilegio de participar.



